What You Should Know

amvironmental condiions are lavorable for thair
, Bhasn cads may multiply ard
lorm numbérs of calls, and this & an
algal bioom. A bloom ofien results in a color change
In the wialer, Algal biooms can be any color bul
tha most comemon onas are red or brown. Thasa
bipoms are refesred 10 as red tiges or brown lides,

What are the causes of these blooms?

Mmmrmunnumnlm
An increase in the amount of nuirients in the waler
CAN CAUSE Al Dlooms 10 occur, Unusual waather
avants such as heavy rainfal hmddmml;;n
lead to blopms. Global climate change
warming”) has been linked 1o &0 increass in
blooms. blooms may atso occur due io
transfar of 10 watens thery do not
arginarily in a% In th ballast water of $hips,
How are HABs dangerous 1o flsh and humans?

MBS are dangarous b fish by [
oy o o oy
also foxing that resull in fish kils, A few

‘tomins that can cause ilness in
humans and othar animals.

How do people get exposed 1o HABs?

Are HABS In Virginia?

HABS are reponed ranely in i, but il is:
Impanant 1o b awans of tham I they happoen.
Is It safe 1o eat seafood?

In paneral, it is safe to eat seafood. However, if
you see fish thal have lesions or look diseased, or

# you know that the fish you want 10 eal was caught
n an anea during an algal bloom, do not eat i

What are the symptoms of exposure to HABs?

The illasses cansad by foxing from HABs are not
spread from one person o another.

SKIN INFECTIONS CAUSED BY OTHER WATER ORGANISMS:

Cartain kinds of nontubarculous
mmdﬁhﬁcﬂuuﬁm may
like opan sones, red , of red rashes.

Tha siin infections ano on tha fingars,

mmwmym‘:wr nmﬂg.
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How do you get infected with nontuberculous
mycobacteria?

ol bacame infectid when water containing
the bactsria comes into contact with cuts o cpen

Mantubercukius
inections do ot spread from one person to andther,
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How sre nontubsrcul ous mycobactera
Infections traated?

Minor infections may simply beal on their own or
with heal placed on the area of inlection, Other
Intections should be reatad with anlibiotics. Maona
garius infections may require o cura,
Te rdoctor about contact waler of fish
may him/her treat the infection propary.
How long does It take for & nontuberculous
mycobacieria skin infection o heal?

How can nontubsrculous mycobactsria be
praventad?

The bast b prewant imfactions is
uhuﬂ:nnrﬁsl‘wmdmhim wmﬁl
i or coastal watars.
espacially careful to take precautions whisn coming

infio cONEACT with warler that may conlain
nontubsrculous mycobactaia.

What s Virginia doing about HABs?
wmwamy

tha Virginia Division of Shaeilfish Sanitatan,
ingether o reguiary moniior the waler and shelfish
argas lof the presence of HABS and to
surveiliancg for human health ofects. The
public will ba notified if a HAB thal could aflect
human healkh is identified.

Hew doss someons report 8 HAB andior

a fish kill?

* i you 580 a red or brown tide, waber that has an
abrormal color, of a fish kill, call: The

of Environmental Quality: |B04) E84-

= [f you sea fish with lesions, call:The
of Marine Sclences: (757) 51 |

*iif you ane concamed that you have been exposed

104 HAB, ploase sop docior or call your local

with water lheeslp i reat the iliness.
may

property.

Foer mdeg indoammabion visl our wobsite ot
wiwvw.widh, visginia.gow. If wou have health concems,
please call the Virgina Department of Health HABs
Hodfine at (BR3) Z38-6154
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Vibrios are a group of bacteria that may cause
#ness in pecple. Mast vibrio bacteria are found in
salt waler bul they may be kound in frash waler,
ino. Chodara ks probably the mast well-known

Harmful
Algal Blooms
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How are vibric bacterla skin infections treated?
Vibno bacleria skin infections are treated with

antibiotics. Tedling your doctor abowl swimming or
fishing n coastal water may help him/her treat the
infiection property.

‘What is Virginia doing about nontubsrculs
mycobacteria and vibrio bacteria skin
infections?



